
MEMORANDUM           January 4, 2016 

 

TO:   Board Members 

 

FROM:  Terry B. Grier, Ed.D. 

  Superintendent of Schools 

 

SUBJECT:  TITLE I, PART A PRIVATE NONPROFIT SCHOOLS 2014–2015 

 

CONTACT:  Carla Stevens, 713-556-6700 

 

This is a summary of Catapult Learning’s evaluation of the private nonprofit schools receiving 

Title I funding. During the 2014–2015 school year, the Houston Independent School District 

(HISD) supported services from Catapult Learning at 30 non-public schools within HISD’s 

boundaries. Services were provided in the areas of reading/language arts and/or mathematics 

at these schools. Nonprofit private schools are eligible for Title I funding (U.S. Department of 

Education (2006) Ensuring Equitable Services to Private School Children); this money is 

funneled through HISD’s Department of External Funding. Given that the private schools served 

use different academic testing measures than public schools, HISD may use “other assessment 

measures that more accurately reflect the progress of the private school participating students 

toward meeting the standards that the LEA, in consultation with private school officials, has 

determined is appropriate” (U.S. Department of Education, 2003. Title I Services to Eligible 

Private School Students-Non Regulatory Guidance).  

 

Attached is the evaluation completed by Catapult Learning for the 2014–2015 school year. 

Catapult Learning’s services included AchieveReading PlusTech and AchieveMath PlusTech, 

where students received computer-based individualized and small group instruction. Services 

for the 2014–2015 school year began in August and concluded at the end of June. Students 

took a pre-test in the fall and a post-test in the spring on either the Catapult Learning Diagnostic 

Assessment (CLDA) or the standardized test used by their campus (Standardized Test), 

commonly the Iowa Test of Basic Skills. Scheduling differed greatly from school to school. 

Services were implemented one to four days per week, and each session lasted 30 minutes to 

two hours. Teacher conferences, site visits, and communication with parents occurred 

throughout the year. Catapult Learning also provided instruction for the Summer Program at 23 

schools. 

 

Key findings include: 

 A total of 567 students in grades PreK-12 received 489 reading services and 511 

mathematics services for a total of 1,000 services provided. 

 Fifty-nine (59) percent of reading students and 70 percent of mathematics students received 

20 or more hours of instruction. 

 In reading, 209 students scored an average NCE of 33 points on the CLDA pre-test and an 

average NCE of 45 points on the CLDA post-test, resulting in an average increase of 12 

NCE points. On the Standardized Test, 134 students showed an average increase of two 

NCE points, from an average NCE on the pre-test of 32 to an average NCE of 34 on the 

post-test. 



 In mathematics, 187 students scored an average NCE of 38 points on the CLDA pre-test 

and an average NCE of 61 points on the CLDA post-test, resulting in an average increase of 

23 NCE points. On the Standardized Test, 139 students showed an average increase of 5 

NCE points from an average NCE on the pre-test of 31 to an average NCE of 36 on the 

post-test. 

 According to the pre- and post-tests, 71 percent of the students (148 of 209) made gains on 

the CLDA reading and 79 percent (148 of 187) made gains on the CLDA mathematics. Fifty-

nine (59) percent of students (79 of 134) made gains on the reading Standardized Test and 

65 percent (90 of 139) made gains on the mathematics.  

 On the CLDA test, of schools with at least five students tested, Holy Ghost Catholic School 

and St. Pius X High School had the lowest percentage of students who made gains on 

reading (33 percent), while Trinity Lutheran had the lowest percent of students who made 

gains on mathematics (50 percent). Three schools showed gains for all of their students 

served in reading, and seven schools did the same in mathematics. 

 On the Standardized Test, of schools with at least five students tested, Beth Yeshurun had 

the lowest percentage of students who made gains in reading (17 percent), and Torah Girls 

Academy had the lowest percentage of students who made gains in mathematics (0 

percent). 

 Catapult Learning hosted 12 professional development seminars with between seven and 

51 attendees for a total of 368 participants, and three professional development institutes 

with between 115 and 160 attendees with a total of 411 participating in a Catapult Institute. 

Ninety-eight (98) percent of participants surveyed rated the sessions as having been worth 

the time invested. 

 On a 10-point scale where 10 indicates that a principal would be extremely likely to 

recommend Catapult Learning services, an average rating of 9.6 was calculated from the 12 

principals who completed satisfaction surveys. 

 Catapult Learning hosted seven parent involvement workshops with between zero and nine 

attendees for a total of 28 participating parents. One hundred sixty-seven (167) parents 

completed surveys about their child’s experience, with an average rating of 3.6 out of 4.0 for 

overall satisfaction with the program.  

 

Should you have any further questions, please contact Carla Stevens in the Research and 

Accountability Department at (713) 556-6700. 

 

                 TBG 

 

Attachment 

 

cc:   Superintendent’s Direct Reports 

 Chief School Officers 

 Pamela Evans  

 
 






















































































































